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DIARY DATES

JUNE 2017
1st     Yr 12 Meningococcal       
          First Vaccine
9th     Student Free Day
12th   Public Holiday

GDC welcome Camp 
Australia as our new OHSC 
provider (See Page 9/10)
Please contact the School for 
information or phone
Camp Australia on 
Ph 1300 105 345

 STUDENT ABSENCES
Please call by 9am on the 
morning of the absence stating:
• Student’s Name
• Home Care Group
• Reason for Absence

PH: 85212400 
Option 1 Reception-6  
Option 2 Middle/Senior School

 NASSSA News
All 11 schools agreed this year to focus on Action Research in 
collaboration with UniSA. This entails each teacher and in some 
schools, each staff member, engaging in an action research project 
to improve their professional practice. In terms of teaching staff this 
approach looks to improve pedagogies and ultimately the outcomes 
for students. Rob Hattam, a UniSA professor, has partnered with our 
school to help us work in this new way. Our teachers have identified 
areas of focus for the action research and are about to embark on the 
first stages. 

At the end of 2016, NASSSA won a grant to explore the way we 
address Critical and Creative Thinking. These higher order thinking 
skills are part of the Australian Curriculum and are prevalent in all 
areas of learning. The project will run within the Action Research 
mentioned above and will involve a number of teachers who opt for 
the focus of their research to be in this area. These teachers will work 
with colleagues from across NASSSA schools to ensure we are at the 
leading edge of pedagogical thinking. 

NASSSA principals held a workshop in 2016 in collaboration with 
academics from several universities, Emeritus Professor Alan 
Reid and our Minister of Education, Susan Close. A number of 
recommendations came out of the workshop including the Action 
Research mentioned above. Recommendations were also made with 
regards to Human Resourcing and recent discussions with DECD 
have led to exciting new opportunities for teachers including a process 
of 12 month teacher exchange within NASSSA schools. 

GDC Foundation News 
The GDC Foundation is gaining huge momentum with its efforts to 
raise money for our students. This Friday they are holding a Quiz 
Night to fund raise money that will directly go towards scholarships 
for our students. If you would like to come to the Quiz Night or support 
the fundraising efforts please contact the front office of the school.  

The Foundation AGM is also on the horizon and will be held on 
Tuesday 30 May. If you would like to come along to hear about what 
the Foundation does and maybe even become a member please 
come to the meeting 6:45pm Gawler House Alfresco. 

FROM THE 
PRINCIPAL’S DESK

 

Andrew Dickinson



STEM News Update

During week one the students in Mrs Dool-
an’s class were the first to use the new 
Junior School STEM kits. Students were 
asked to form groups and build the tallest 
tower they could. They were only allowed to 
use plastic cups and popsticks. They could 
arrange the two materials in any way they 
wished, as long as the cups were not touch-
ing each other. The original shape of the 
materials were not allowed to be altered in 
any way. The tallest tower measured 78cm 
and belonged to Johnathan, Andrew and 
Caleb .

As a part of the challenge, we talked about 
the Science, Technology, Engineering and 
Mathematics involved in the design, con-
struction and evaluation of the towers. The 
towers all varied in shape and design, illus-
trating the amazing imagination of our year 
5/6 students.

Dear Families/Carers,

We have had a positive start to second term with new families joining the R-6 and the transition of 
some year 6 students to make 2 new 6/7 classes in the middle school. We welcome Lauri Seabrook 
who is working in Ms. Peta’s Reception class learning the skills of teaching in the early years. Our Year 
9 students are demonstrating generosity working in Ms Peta’s class to support students with reading 
and activities. These opportunities are so valuable and build our capacity across the school.

You may have noticed our new play area developed near the Ochre building? This has generated a 
great deal of excitement and skill development for our students. I have been so impressed with the way 
our students have organised lines and waited patiently for their turn. We are hearing students say, “I 
can’t get to the top yet, but I am having another go”. Thank you to our grounds committee for working 
with our students on this project.

Tuesday saw the first GDC R-6 play group and what a joy it was to see the interaction of families and 
pre-schoolers in our Activity room. We are working with Kym and Kylie from the Children’s centre to 
make this a regular Tuesday event and we invite families to join us each Tuesday morning from 9:15-
10:30. We have stories, songs and craft as well as inside play activities. Katherine Prime our reading 
support teacher and I are there to welcome you!

Please remember our school is open from 8:30 each morning and children who need to arrive earlier 
should access our OSHC. The yard is supervised till 2:30 on Thursdays and 3:30 on the rest of the 
week with OSHC available straight after school.

I look forward to reading student reports in a few weeks to hear about the progress our students 
are making and their positive behaviour choices. Please remember parents and carers can contact 
teachers to make an appointment and discuss issues that affect their child. Please ring the R-6 office 
on 85222622 to make an appointment.

Kind regards,

Sue Wirth - Junior School Leader

JUNIOR SCHOOL



JUNIOR SCHOOL

TUESDAY MORNING PLAYGROUP 9.15AM - 10.30AM

    “If we put our rubbish in the bin and keep our yard clean, it will look like my picture” - by Angus Yr 5

Students enjoying the fresh air, 
building a cubby house  and making 

their own fun!



MIDDLE SCHOOL

During Term 1, the Year 9 Metalwork students have been learning how to weld. Once they had 
built up their skills, they then designed an item (candleholders, wall decorations, lampshades 
etc.) A number of the students put a lot of time into completing these and spent a number of 
their lunchtimes in class improving their skills and finishing their projects. Students did research 
to determine the sizes of their projects, and what would and would not work. After much consid-
eration, they begun creating their masterpieces. Metalwork in Year 9 provides a great opportu-
nity to overcome fears, and to experience and develop skills they may not have explored in the 
past. Our students have really shown how they can grow throughout Term 1 this year. 

Great work Todor, Harmony, Quin, Carmen, Bradley, Kurt and Lachlan.

Ms Emery -  Metalwork Teacher

  METALWORK SKILLS

Middle School Report

It has been a very busy start to the term in the Middle School.  We have welcomed 22 Grade 6 
students into our building.  They have joined Mr Clifton and Miss Impala’s current Grade 7 classes to 
make 2 mixed 6/7 classes.  The students are enjoying their new subjects having started music, art 
and PE in the last week.  For the majority of their subjects, the students will be in mixed year groups.  
In English and Maths, the students will be split into straight year groups.  Mr Clifton will be taking the 
Year 7’s for Maths and the Year 6’s for English, and Miss Impala will be taking the Year 7’s for English 
and the Year 6’s for Maths.  We encourage all Year 6 parents to make contact with their child’s home 
care teacher to discuss any concerns.NAPLAN has come and gone for another year.  I would like 
to thank all of the students in Year 7 and 9 who sat the tests and did their best on the day.  Overall, 
teachers were very impressed with the behaviour and attitude of the students towards the tests.   
NAPLAN results will be made available to the school and parents in late August.

This term has also seen our ‘Primary Helper’ program start. Each Thursday this term, Two Year 9 
students will be venturing down to the Junior school to help the reception students with their learning. 
Mike, Rachael, Claire and Efrosini were the first Year 9’s to go in and help Ms Peta’s reception 
students with their reading and group activities.  These students have been excellent ambassadors 
for our school and are proving to be great role models for the younger students.  On Tuesday of 
this week, Year 8’s had the opportunity to attend a Brain Buster’s production focussing on bullying 
and harassment.  Students were provided with lots of different scenarios that they might experience 
and given advice on how to manage them.  Students are reminded that if they are experiencing any 
issues at school, they can approach their home care teacher to discuss the matter.  They are also 
able to fill out a harassment complaint form or speak to their Year level co-ordinators, Ms Emery or 
Ms Lowe, Student Counsellor, Cheryl Raso, or myself at any time.

Liz Rankin - Middle School Leader



  SENIOR SCHOOL
Welcome Back to Term 2!

Senior students are busy working towards finishing off semester one subjects.  For our year 11 and 
12 students this involves putting the final touches on assignments, some of which will be sent off 
to the SACE Board for moderation.  It is very important that students are continually working with 
teachers to ensure Performance Standards are being adequately addressed.  

Mid-year exams for our year 11/12 students will be held during week 8 (19th – 23rd June).  The 
final version of the exam roster appears on a separate page.  Students need to ensure that they 
arrive before time for each exam and are in correct school uniform.  A full list of procedures and 
expectations will be sent home with students in the coming weeks.

Finally, I would like to congratulate those Year 10 students who were involved in the Youth 
Opportunities program during term one.  It is a great program where the students experience success 
and a feeling of self-worth.

Mr Slater - Senior School Leader

HELP US MAKE A DIFFERENCE FOR THOSE IN NEED.
Gawler & District College B-12 once again has the privilege of taking part in 
the Can Drive for the Salvation Army Appeal, run by our Student Leadership 
Committee (SLC). This works by students and/or parent/caregivers searching  
through their cupboards for any tinned or non-perishable foods to donate to 
the school, who will then pass them onto the Salvation Army. Did you know 
that 2.5 million Australians live below the poverty line and 603,000 of those 
numbers are children?

 Community food drives like ours help make sure those children and their 
families can get emergency food assistance when they need it. Students 
have been asked to bring in their well appreciated contributions on Thursday 
mornings to be collected in Homecares. Every donation helps and together 
we hope our combined donations will make a real difference for those in 
need.

Alternately, items can be left at the Student Services Office.

This event will be running from Week 1 (1st of May) until Week 8 (23rd of 
June) Term 2. 

Danica Yr 11

Year 11 students, Chrystal and Sebastian 
were recently invited by Tony Piccolo to 
attend a session at Parliament House in 
Adelaide.



  SCHOOL COMMUNITY

Less Is Best.
My rusty old 80’s Toyota is the bomb! It goes from 1 to 100kmph in 2 minutes and is fully water proof 
on the passenger’s side.  When I was growing up, my Dad drove a car just like mine because his part 
time work was the only income we had.  I never had fancy clothes, our TV was old and our furni-
ture was second hand. Although money was tight, I learnt that less is best. I think we can get stuck 
when we believe more is better. We want more technology, clothes, a nice car, new furniture, a large 
house… but having more can create financial stress and doesn’t really satisfy us. Here’s the thing, 
when we live with less, we have more time to invest in relationships, we can appreciate the small mo-
ments that we would otherwise miss and we can be generous to others. Buying an older car means 
that I have money to shout people dinner, I can work a little less and see family a little more and I can 
spend time enjoying my child without worrying about finances. Driving a rusty car every day reminds 
me that less brings so much more to my life. Less can bring more to your life because it frees our 
minds to see what we can’t see if we are looking for more.

Josh Sanders  CPSW

Concert Series
GDC boasts some amazing musical talent this 
year and we are showing them off in a spectac-
ular mid-year concert series. 

During Week 7 of Term 2, the year 9s, 10, 11s 
and 12s will be performing to their classmates 
during a series of concerts during the daytime 
and to their friends and families over two con-
certs in the evenings. 

The two evening concerts will be held in the 
Phoenix Centre at the Gawler District College 
Campus. The year 9s and 10s will perform on 
Wednesday night, 14 June 2017 from 6.30 pm 
until 8.30 pm and the year 11s and 12s will 
perform on Thursday night, 15 June 2017 from 
6.30 pm until 8.30 pm.

All friends, family and the greater school com-
munity are encouraged to come along to see 
our students perform and have a fantastic 
night! A gold coin donation at entry is greatly 
appreciated to help support our Music Centre 
in obtaining resources and instruments to con-
tinue to improve our students’ musical experi-
ence at GDC.  

We look forward to seeing you there! 

We would like to take this opportunity to thank our parents, 
grandparents and friends for their ongoing assistance and support as 
volunteers this year. 

Programs such as the Breakfast club, Jumpstart, Homework centre and 
many others would not run as well without these people sparing their 

valuable time. 



 CHILDREN’S CENTRE

 

 

 

 

    Registration Form 
 
 
 
To register please visit www.positivepartnerships.com.au 
 
Only complete the following form if you do not have access to the internet. Please bring this 
completed form with you on the day of the workshop. 
 
This form allows you to register to attend the parent/carer workshops.  Each person 
attending must complete their own form even if from the same family. 
 
For more information, please contact parentcarer@autismspectrum.org.au or call 1300 881 971 
 
Code:    16-17SACOPC1          Location:  Gawler SA            Date: Tues 6 & Wed 7 June 2017 
 
Contact information 
Title:   ☐ Mr      ☐ Mrs      ☐ Ms      ☐ Prof      ☐ Dr.       ☐ Other: __________________________ 

First Name: _________________________       Last Name(s): ___________________________ 

Email 1: ______________________________________________ (for confirmation and reminders) 

Email 2: ______________________________________________ (for confirmation and reminders) 

Mailing address: ________________________________________________________________ 

City/Suburb: __________________________ State: ___________ Postal Code: ____________ 

Phone (day): (____) _____________________Phone (home): (____) ______________________ 

Mobile Phone: _________________________________________________________________ 

What type of educational program is your child(ren) receiving? 
☐ Mainstream with support    ☐ Autism specific special class    ☐ Non autism specific special class 

☐ Autism specific special school    ☐ Special school    ☐ Other: ____________________________ 
 
General information 
 
To help the Positive Partnerships facilitators best support you during the workshop. 
 
Please answer by placing a cross ☒ in the appropriate box 
1. Are you:   ☐ Male?    ☐ Female? 

2. Would like to attend the workshop as   ☐ Parent?    ☐ Grandparent?    ☐ Full-time carer? 

3. How did you hear about the workshop? 
☐ Media    ☐ School    ☐ Autism Organisation    ☐ Friend    ☐ Other:  ____________________ 

4. Have you attended a Positive Partnerships workshop before?     ☐ Yes    ☐ No 
  



Nationally Consistent Collection of Data for Students with Disabilities

Since 2015 all schools in Australia are required to participate in the Nationally Consistent Collection of Data 
on School Students with Disability (the national data collection). The national data collection is an annual 
collection that counts the number of school students with disability and the level of reasonable educational 
adjustment they are provided with.  This collection of data will occur during term 2.

The aim of this new data collection is to have better information about school students with disability in 
Australia. The information provided through this new national data collection will enable all Australian gov-
ernments to better target support and resources to benefit students with disability.

It is your decision about whether you want your child’s information to be included in the national reporting 
or not.  Please note that your child’s name will not be disclosed to any government department or outside 
agency.

In identifying your child, it will help our school to put in place the required supports, so that he/she is provided 
with every educational opportunity.

If you have further questions about the Nationally Consistent Collection of Data on School Students with 
Disability and how it may affect your child, please contact the school on 85212400

A fact sheet for parents can be accessed via the following link:



At Gawler and District College B - 12
Outside School Hours Care 

Join in the fun at Gawler and District 
College B - 12 Before and After 
School Care!

Meet Judy - The OSHC program Coordinator

There’s lots to see and do in OSHC – from fun outdoor 
games and activities, to arts and crafts, silly science, 
gardening and cooking, building and construction activities 
and much more! There’s also a quiet area to catch-up on 
some reading, finish off homework or relax. With a healthy 
morning or afternoon snack in every session.

Fun Facts about Judy: 

• She loves music - you can often find her singing karaoke and 
dancing!

• Winter is her least favourite month, she hates the cold.

• Sport is important to her - she loves football.

• Her favourite food is Brussels sprouts... Just kidding, she can’t 
stand them!

• She likes to spend her free time with her family, and at the beach.



Program Details

The information outlined above covers the most common program times and fees. For a full listing 
of all program details and fees for the service, please visit our website.  We have over 150 Holiday 
Clubs. Please use the Holiday Club finder on our website to find the most convenient service for you. 

Program Times Full fee

Before School Care 7:00AM - 8:30AM $12.00 

After School Care 2:15PM - 6:00PM $20.00

$3.46 to $6.00

$3.64 to $10.00

Out of Pocket*

Join in the fun

From all of the team at Camp Australia we look forward 
to seeing you and your family in the program soon.

*Save 50% or more with government rebates.

To register and book, visit us at www.campaustralia.com.au and use the school finder on our homepage to search 
for Gawler and District College B - 12.  

The Australian Government has two payments to assist families with the cost of child 
care:

• The Child Care Rebate (CCR): is NOT income tested. It pays up to 50% of your 
out of pocket costs of up to $7,500 per child, each year. 

• The Child Care Benefit (CCB): is income tested and scaled, resulting in payments 
of between 0% and 85% of Camp Australia fees.

Nearly all families are eligible for government rebates.

Visits Welcome!
Please feel free to stop by the program with your children to meet the team and see 
what happens in our great program each school day.

Penny



SCHOOL FEES ARE NOW DUE.
Payment plans can be arranged. 
 
Pay in person during school hours 
or online http://gdc.sa.edu.au/
invoice.htm

School Card applications must be 
submitted for each year.  These 
forms are available on line or from 
the school. http://gdc.sa.edu.au/
schoolcard.htm 

School Canteen Lunch Orders
Provided from Rory’s School 
Lunch Order Menu. 
View and print a PDF menu  
www.rorys.com.au/school-lunches
or go on the Qkr app.

SCHOOL TERM DATES 2017

TERM 2 1ST MAY - 7TH JULY

TERM 3 24TH JULY - 29TH SEPT

TERM 4 16TH OCT - 15TH DEC

On Sunday, 7th May a groups students worked with Camps International to raise money for their trip to 
Cambodia. They spent time baking cupcakes to sell at the Rotary Club of Gawler Caravan Swap Meet 
where Rotary kindly donated entry tickets and a marquee stall for us to use. The girls involved walked 
around with the cupcakes selling them around the event and made a fantastic effort to raise funds. They 
managed to raise $237 towards their trip to Cambodia. We have 9 Students who will be setting off to 
volunteer in Cambodia in November this year. They will be working to improve the living standards in the 
small community of Beng Mealea. After a week of construction work, they will then have the opportunity to 
explore Cambodia, visit the temples and many other historical areas of the country. 

The students will be working as a team with Camps International to run a number of large fundraising 
events. The next event coming up is a MOVIE NIGHT FUNDRAISER. It will be held at Gawler Cinemas 
on Monday the 29th of May showing ‘Pirates of the Caribbean – Dead Men Tell No Tales’. Tickets can be 
purchased from Karen or Luisa in the Senior School Front Office. All funds raised will be put towards the 
cost of the trip for each student. All support is greatly appreciated. 

Rebecca Emery  YR8  Level Manager

 SCHOOL COMMUNITY



If you have updated any of the following:

•  Email Address

• Phone Number(s)

• Address

• Emergency Contacts

Please contact the school for a “Change of Information” 
form to ensure we have your correct details. The phone 
number is 85 212 400 or you may email us on 

 dl.0774_info@schools.sa.edu.au


